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theodoee (1858-1919),
the twenty-sixth Presi-
dent of the United States.
HI& death, on January 6,
1919, Bought to a close
one of the most useful, in-
teresting and active ca-
reers in American his-
tory. For1 nearly two dec-
ades Theodore Eoosevelt
had been a vital figure in
the life of the nation; a
storm center of political
thought; a clear and defi-
nite voice on all subjects
which affected his fellow-
men. He was not only a
statesman and political
leader, but a reformer, traveler, writer, nat-
uralist, bookman and athlete. Whatever in-
terested humanity interested him. Like all
men who speak and act with decision, he had
bitter enemies as well as enthusiastic friends,
but without doubt he will go down in history
as the outstanding figure in the political and
economic movement that transformed Amer-
ica in the opening period of the twentieth
century.
Early Life. Theodore Eoosevelt was born
on October 27, 1858, in the city of New York.
The Roosevelt family had taken root on
American soil two centuries before, in 1650,
when a certain ambitious burgher of the
Dutch family of Van Rosenvelt emigrated
from Holland. The Roosevelts, as they came
to be called, fared well financially and so-
cially, and eventually were included among
the wealthy and exclusive families of old
New York. The father of the twenty-sixth
President, also named Theodore, was a pros-
perous business man, who interested himself
not only in finance, but in public affairs and
philanthropy. He married Miss Martha Bui-
loch, of a well-known Southern family, and
a descendant of the first governor of the state
of Georgia.
It is an interesting fact that Theodore
Roosevelt, the future President, who was
noted for abounding vitality and extraordi-
nary powers of endurance in his manhood,
was a weakling as a boy. To overcome this
handicap he courted health and strength by
persistent exercise, and though his early
schooling was somewhat irregular, he entered
Harvard at the age of eighteen. After his
 graduation, in 1880, lie studied law for a
time at Columbia University, with the pur-
pose, however, of broadening his mind rather
than of preparing for the legal profession.
First Steps in Politics. In the fall of
1881, when he was just twenty-three years of
age, Roosevelt won a seat in the lower house
of the New York legislature. He was, to use
his own words, a Republican by "education
and inheritance," and he elected to work
within that party. At that time the era
of machine politics was at its height, and
young Roosevelt threw himself heart and soul
into a campaign against political bosses,
spoilsmen and corruptionists. He was re-
elected in 1882 and 1883.
A Ranchman. Roosevelt declined to run a
fourth time for the legislature, and in 1884
Jie bought a ranch in North Dakota, seeking
in Western life a respite from the strain of
politics and domestic sorrows. In February
of that year he lost his mother and his wife,
the latter a daughter of George Cabot Lee of
New York. As Alice Hathaway Lee she
had married the young Harvard graduate in
October, 1880, and had become the mother of
a daughter, Alice, who later married, in the
White House, the Hon. Nicholas Longworth,
member of Congress from Ohio.
On his Elkhorn Ranch, Roosevelt, though
introduced as a "four-eyed tenderfoot," won
the friendship of the other ranchers by his
honesty and readiness to "play the game."
In 1886, while at Elkhorn, he was nominated
for mayor of his home city of New York
by a strong coalition of Republicans and
Independents.
Public Life Resumed. Roosevelt was de-
feated in a three-sided contest, in which he
had as opponents a Democrat and the well-
known single-taxer, Henry George. The fol-
lowing December he married in London, Eng-
land, Miss Edith Kermit Carow. On his re-
turn to New York he quickly resumed his
political activities, made campaign speeches
for Harrison in 1888, and in 1889, after the
latter's election, accepted a position as chair-
man of the Civil Service Commission. Al-
ways a vigorous foe of the spoils system, he
impartially enforced the provisions of the
civil service law.
Roosevelt was retained on the commission
by Cleveland, Harrison's successor, but in
1895 he resigned to become president of the
board of police commissioners of New York
City. Enforcement of the laws and the

